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Growth in US Octogenarian
Population

US Census Bureau 1992
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Age >80 fastest growing segment of population
Currently 1:35, by 2050 1:12




Representation of Elderly Patients (> 75 y)
in Randomized Trials of M
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H Proportion of All paitents with Ml in US (Worcester Heart Attack Study)
M Proportion Enrolled in RCTs of Mi

[1 Proportion Enrolled in US RCTs of Ml

Lee P, et al. JAMA 2001




Elderly Patients with Heart Disease:
Special Issues to Address

Quality of Life

End of life issues

Ethical decision making
Withholding/withdrawing therapy
Medical futility

Advance directives




“For medicine, the greatest
surprises lie still ahead of us,
but they are there waiting to
be discovered or stumble
over sooner or lat '

k?(\ Lewis Thomas









